Teaching Notes

Series: Finding ...
Comfort

When our situation is difficult or even desperate... what do we
do?

Gen 50:16-21 (NLT) *® So they sent this message to Joseph: “Before
your father died, he instructed us ¥ to say to you: ‘Please forgive
your brothers for the great wrong they did to you—for their sin in
treating you so cruelly.” So we, the servants of the God of your
father, beg you to forgive our sin.” When Joseph received the
message, he broke down and wept. *® Then his brothers came and
threw themselves down before Joseph. “Look, we are your slaves!”
they said.”® But Joseph replied, “Don’t be afraid of me. Am | God,
that | can punish you? *You intended to harm me, but God
intended it all for good. He brought me to this position so | could
save the lives of many people.  No, don’t be afraid. | will continue
to take care of you and your children.” So he reassured them by
speaking kindly to them.

Joseph had a solid understanding of God’s

When we mess up, it’'s human nature to someone
or something else!

James 1:12-17 (NLT) * God blesses those who patiently endure
testing and temptation. Afterward they will receive the crown of life
that God has promised to those who love him. * And remember,
when you are being tempted, do not say, “God is tempting me.”
God is never tempted to do wrong, and he never tempts anyone
else.  Temptation comes from our own desires, which entice us
and drag us away. *® These desires give birth to sinful actions. And
when sin is allowed to grow, it gives birth to death. ** So don’t be

misled, my dear brothers and sisters.  Whatever is good and
perfect comes down to us from God our Father...

Our own desires are to blame for our sins and moral failures.

1 Cor 10:12-13 (NLT) ™If you think you are standing strong, be
careful not to fall. ¥ The temptations in your life are no different
from what others experience. And God is faithful. He will not allow
the temptation to be more than you can stand. When you are
tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can endure.

John 11:17-26 (NLT) ¥ When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told
that Lazarus had already been in his grave for four days. *® Bethany
was only a few miles down the road from Jerusalem, *° and many of
the people had come to console Martha and Mary in their loss.
2 When Martha got word that Jesus was coming, she went to meet
him. But Mary stayed in the house. ** Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if
only you had been here, my brother would not have died. ? But
even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask.” 2 Jesus
told her, “Your brother will rise again.” 2* “Yes,” Martha said, “he
will rise when everyone else rises, at the last day.” * Jesus told her,
“I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will
live, even after dying. ?® Everyone who lives in me and believes in
me will never ever die. Do you believe this, Martha?”

isa enemy!

We can have comfort, if we

Next Steps:

e Review the Teaching Outline during the week.

= Consider: When things get tough, what do | really believe about
God’s character?

Closing Song: Cornerstone, by Hillsong



